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TAGLINE
From leading UK production house FILM AND MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT comes the uplifting story of the Umthombo Young Stars. 

To much of the outside world they are a nuisance, best hidden or ignored. but they are aspiring to much more. They want to be a team.
Short Synopsis
STREETKIDS UNITED is about a team of homeless children, chosen to represent South Africa in the first ever Street Child World Cup, who see football as a way to a better and brighter future.

Long Synopsis

In 2010, as South Africa geared up for the World Cup, another football tournament was taking place, away from the glare of the media spotlight and the attentions of big business. The South African city of Durban played host to the Street Child World Cup bringing together the vulnerable and overlooked – homeless kids from around the world, in search of a better and brighter future. 

We start by following the selection process, getting to know the children along the way. All the children are desperate to win a place on the South African team, represented by Umthombo, an organisation that offers support and advice to street children. They want to use the competition as a catalyst for better things.

The team’s coach, Biza, will choose a team of nine players. But this is not ‘Strictly…Football’. Our kids need more than fancy footwork to make it through selection. They also have to survive life on the streets. We discover who is the most skillful and who can be relied on to turn up on the day. We follow the relationships between the children and find out about their lives; their experiences of violence, drug abuse and neglect at the hands of their families and the authorities.
We witness the euphoria and disappointment as the children find out if they have made the team, before they head off to an intense training camp and finally, the tournament itself. 

We rejoin the children after the tournament and follow them through to the day of the FIFA World Cup final. We want to see if the tournament really has made a difference to their lives or whether, once the business side of football kicks in and their brief moment of glory is over, they find anything has changed. We watch as some return home to be reunited with their families, whilst others carry on just as they did before – taking each day as it comes.
On Street Children
Street children are extremely visible throughout the developing world; they are often forced to work, beg or steal to get by. The issue of street children is a controversial one in South Africa as there is a huge stigma attached to being homeless - these children are one of the most misunderstood groups in the country. Often seen by society as the visible face of crime (the term "crime generators" is a popular term given to these children), a nuisance, a threat and an embarrassment, very few people actually understand what drives children to the streets, what happens to them there and what strategies would best serve them.

Despite being prolific they are difficult to reach with public services such as education and healthcare. Not only have many of them been neglected by their families but they often face demonization from the societies which they are a part of, as can be seen at the beginning of STREETKIDS UNITED. These kids often group together for protection to form a new family, but each one of them has their own unique and compelling story.

The majority of the children are boys, who have run away due to psychological, physical or sexual abuse, most often as a result of alcohol. Yet, once on the streets they themselves are exposed to the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse. 
Conflict often occurs with the police and has resulted in the children being removed to the outskirts of the city and dumped there. The police's so-called “Walla Walla” vans, particularly in the build-up to the FIFA World Cup, would round up street children and leave them in sugarcane plantations several hours away from the city. Most of the children who feature in our film have been victims of this rash attempt by the government to lower the crime rate. 
The Umthombo organisation works hard to offer positive alternatives to street life and has fought to bring questionable practices, like the “Walla Walla” vans, 

to an end. 

On The Umthombo organisation
Umthombo was started by Tom and Bulelwa Hewitt in 1992. Bulelwa is a former street child who grew up on the streets and amongst South Africa’s urban rubbish dumps. She has worked on a number of projects for street children. Tom has been working with street children since 1992 after first meeting street children in 1990, in Maputo, during the Mozambican civil war.
Umthombo empowers street children and aims to change the realities that they  face and make an impact on policy. It began as an outreach and aftercare organisation and has since grown to accommodate many of the children, giving them counselling and support. Umthombo’s Durban model is pioneering the idea of providing alternatives to street life through engagement and therapeutic interventions and focuses on addressing the traumas associated with the children’s experiences. Umthombo’s team is a fusion of social working professionals and trained former street children who have a unique understanding of the realities of the street child experience and an incredible relationship of trust and respect with the children.
Umthombo also engages in advocacy of key issues that relate to street children.  Through campaigns it aims to demystify the urban phenomenon of street children, educate society as to the realities that these children face and to impact policy and decision making in relation to street children. Umthombo develops informed citywide strategy examples as a springboard to local debate and action and has been actively part of the developing of a new national policy on street children with the South African Department of Social Development.

Umthombo led the successful campaign to end the round-ups (“forced removals”, “operations” or “sweeps”) of street children by authorities in Durban before the 2010 World Cup. The campaign to end the sweeps was also the inspiration for the Deloitte Street Child World Cup (an idea that came to a group of international visitors to Umthombo).

On the Deloitte Street Child World Cup

In March 2010 street children from Brazil, India, Nicaragua, the Philippines, South Africa, Tanzania, Ukraine, and the UK competed in the Deloitte Street Child World Cup. The competition, hosted by Umthombo recognised the millions of children who live on the streets around the world. For the first time ever, street children had the opportunity to show the world their skills and catch the attention of the world’s media pitch side. It aimed to give these forgotten children a voice and campaign for their rights. 

Teams stayed in a central location where they were able to socialise and for the initial week they each linked up with a different Durban school where they took part in football coaching, worked with a team of specially trained artists to enable them to communicate their stories and discussed issues of importance so that, after the event, they were able to return home and act as advocates and mentors for the other street children in their home countries. Alongside this, each team entertained the others with a presentation about their country – singing, dancing, food, presents. This was followed in the final three days by all the teams coming together to discuss solutions to issues that had been raised. 
Each of the teams here formed a ‘Street Child Manifesto’ which will form the basis of new campaigning for street children’s rights. Together they called for street children’s rights to a full, healthy, dignified life, as set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), to be upheld.
DIRECTORS STATEMENT - TIM PRITCHARD
Although serious issues are raised in STREETKIDS UNITED, this is not an issue based film. It is the story of nine street kids who are presented with an incredible opportunity. They are used to looking out for number one on the streets. Can they unite to achieve something great as a team? 

All of the team members come from traumatised backgrounds, representatives to some extent of kids growing up in post-apartheid South Africa. Their lively accounts of their escape from the townships to life on the streets of a big city provide eloquent testimonies to the challenges that Africa faces - poverty, social breakdown, inequality and housing and land crises, but also give us a sense of the fun, energy and optimism with which they face the ups and downs of their lives.

I have over fifteen years experience directing prime time TV documentaries and drama documentaries for British and international broadcasters.  
STREETKIDS UNITED marks my first foray into theatrical feature documentaries – It’s an experience which I have relished. 

In 2009 I began working with F&ME to develop more ambitious theatrical feature docs which could take my documentary experience to a bigger, bolder level. STREETKIDS UNITED is the first product of that relationship, but I have been so well supported by Mike Downey and Sam Taylor at F&ME, Sandy Markwick, and Cat Cooper at Elfin Productions, that I hope to continue this collaboration on future projects so that together we can make more theatrical feature documentaries that tell amazing, important and relevant stories.  
STREETKIDS UNITED is a very intimate film which takes the viewer into a shocking world that we are rarely exposed to the eyes of the world. It’s a story that needs to be told.  

ABOUT THE CREW
Tim Pritchard | Director

Tim Pritchard is a documentary film-maker whose films are shown all over the world. His credits include documentaries for Channel 4, BBC, PBS and Discovery Channel.

His first book, Ambush Alley, an eye-opening account of the most extraordinary battle of the Iraq war, is published by Random House. His second book, Street Boys, published by Harper Collins in 2008, tells the story of a London street gang.

His documentaries include the award-winning series Hostage for Channel 4 and PBS, Ross Kemp on Gangs for Sky One, The Force a documentary series on the RUC for Channel 4, Planet Islam, a series looking at religious fundamentalism for the BBC and PBS and When Black Became Beautiful, a series charting the rise of black beauty for the BBC. 

Mike Downey | Producer
Mike Downey founded the UK-based independent production house Film and Music Entertainment (F&ME) in 2000. Educated at the Universities of Warwick, Paris III (Sorbonne-Nouvelle), and Paris X (Nanterre), he spent most of the eighties as a theatre director and producer in France, Germany, the former Yugoslavia and the U.K., and the nineties as the publisher of the Moving Pictures International group of media publications.

He founded the prolific UK production house in 2000 as part of an IPO on the Frankfurt DAX and to date has production credits on 40 films. His first film was as associate producer on Rajko Grlic's award winning feature film Caruga, and co-producer of Sebastian Niemann's Seven Days to Live. He followed this with a range of productions which include Michael Bassett's Deathwatch starring Jamie Bell, Venice competition entry Sjaj u Ocima (Loving Glances), Falcons and Niceland by Fridrik Thor Fridriksson, Peter Timm's My Brother is a Dog, Hillmar Oddson's Cold Light, and Strings by Anders Ronnow Klarlund. In 2005 he completed Guy X by Saul Metzstein starring Jason Biggs, Shadow of the Sword by Swiss director Simon Aeby, the gay Icelandic football comedy Eleven Men Out by Robert Douglas, Murk by Denmark's Jannick Johansen and the UK/Polish/German adaptation of the Günter Grass novel Unkenrufe (Call of the Toad) directed by Robert Glinski.

Son of Man, the follow up to the highly successful U Carmen eKhayelitsha directed by Mark Dornford-May screened in competition in Sundance in 2006, and won best film at the San Francisco Pan African International Film festival, and Michael Moore’s Traverse City Film Festival.

In October of 2007 he began principal photography on debut film maker Dominic Murphy’s White Lightnin’ the true story of multi-personality Appalachian mountain dancer Jesco White, in association with the VICE group which premiered at Sundance and screened in Panorama at the 2009 Berlin Film Festival.

Other credits include Slovak director Juraj Jakubisko’s Bathory, the truth behind the legend of the ‘bloody’ Countess Elizabeth Bathory which was produced in association with Jakubisko and Eurofilm of Budapest, as well as Quest for a Heart, the company’s first animation film with songs by Billy Elliot’s Lee Hall, and The Mystery of the Wolf  - a family film shot in Lapland. Goran Rusinovic’s Buick Riviera was completed in the summer of 2008 and swept the board at the Sarajevo Film Festival winning all major awards.

In 2009, F&ME completed a 3D version of their feature documentary Turtle: The Incredible Journey, directed by Emmy Award winning documentarist, Nick Stringer. The film chronicles the 20 year odyssey of the giant loggerhead turtle as it swims around the world only to return to the beach of its birth two decades later to lay its eggs. Also recently completed are Julius Kemp’s Reykjavik Whale Watching Massacre - a dark and epic tale of an innocent expedition gone horribly wrong, and Donkey, the latest film from Croatian author Antonio Nuic. 

Recently completed film include the UK’s first independent narrative fiction 3D movie: The Mortician 3D by Gareth Maxwell Roberts and F&ME’s second feature documentary, StreetKids United by Tim Pritchard. At present, F&ME are developing Cassandra at the Wedding, and with Dominic Murphy the A Gift From The Culture by Iain M. Banks as well as two projects with Julien Temple – documentary feature Children of the Revolution: Rock in Rio, and crime caper, Fake!.  In October 2010 F&ME signed a four film deal with Kees Kasander (Fish Tank) including films Goltzius and the Pelican Company by Peter Greenaway and Cross My Mind by Antonia Bird.

Downey is a tutor on Sheffield University's Creative Writing for Film course, is Thomas Ewing Visiting Professor of Film at Ohio University, a member of the Board of Advisors in the film school of Oklahoma University and the President of the Board of Advisors of the Motovun International Film Festival in Croatia. He has published several lengthy tomes about producing in Europe, notably The Film Finance Handbook published by the Media Business School in two volumes. Downey acts regularly as an expert for the European Union on MEDIA affairs.

Downey currently also works in an advisory capacity with Amnesty International establishing humanitarian film prizes at festivals around the world. He joined the board of the European Film Academy in 2004 and is currently serving his fourth term of office.

In 2006 he was voted on to the Council of the British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) and in 2008 he was elected to the BAFTA Film Committee. 

Sandy Markwick | Producer

Sandy Markwick is a consultant specialising in digital strategies focusing on media businesses. He was the lead consultant on the UK Film Council's Take12 programme helping film companies across the UK take advantage of new business models and new marketing and distribution opportunities presented by emerging digital tools and platforms. Sandy's other clients have included the BBC, BT, Johnston Press and Five among a range of broadcasters, publishers, retailers and rightsholders converging around strategies to build new revenue streams or extend brand communications using digital content.    Prior to his work as an independent consultant, Sandy was an early pioneer in video-on-demand. From 2000-05 he was Managing Director of Newsplayer Ltd, during which time he launched and developed multiple 'web TV' channels. Subsequently, Sandy was Commercial Director of Swedish company MPS Broadband licensing a video publishing platform to rights holders across Europe and the Middle East.   

Sam Taylor | Producer

Sam Taylor is the founder/owner of Film and Music Entertainment. She co- formed the company with Mike Downey in 2000. 

The first feature film that Sam produced was Milcho Manchevski's Oscar nominated Before the Rain (1994) which won the Golden Lion in Venice. Following this success, Sam went on to produce Benjamin Ross' feature debut The Young Poisoner's Handbook (1995) and then Sweet Angel Mine (1996). After a brief excursion into the art world working with Sam Taylor-Wood on her video installation “Pent-Up” she produced Christos Georgiou’s Under the Stars before forming F&ME. 

Since starting F&ME Sam has produced Deathwatch (2002) (starring Jamie Bell and Andy Serkis), Hilmar Oddson’s Cold Light, Fridrik Thor Fridriksson’s films Niceland and Falcons, and co-produced Anders Ronnow Klarlund’s puppet epic Strings, Loving Glances, which was selected for competition in Venice 2003, My Brother is a Dog, and Jannik Johansen’s Murk. Other films include Call of the Toad (Gunter Grass), and Simon Aeby’s The Headsman. 

Taylor’s other credits include Saul Metzstein’s Guy X (starring Jason “American Pie” Biggs, Jeremy Northam and Natascha McElhone), Eleven Men Out, Anastezi, The Border Post by Rajko Grlic, Projecto Dos, Quest for a Heart - the company’s first animation film with songs by Billy Elliot’s Lee Hall, and The Mystery of the Wolf a family film shot in Lapland, and Juraj Jakubisko’s Bathory.

In addition she co-produced Mark Dornford-May’s South African Son Of Man which premiere at Sundance 2007.

In 2009 she produced White Lightnin, debut film maker Dominic Murphy’s first feature which was screened in Sundance 2009 and in Berlin Panorama and won Le Hitchcock d’Or (Grand Jury Prize) at the 2009 Dinard British Film Festival. She also produced the feature documentary, Turtle: the Incredible Journey which is being released by Fox on 200 prints in Germany in September 2009 and is sold by Sola Media, as well as Donkey (Antonio Nuic) and Julius Kemp’s Icelandic horror romp, Reykjavik Whale Watching Massacre.
Recently completed films include the UK’s first independent narrative fiction 3D movie: The Mortician 3D by Gareth Maxwell Roberts and F&ME’s second feature documentary, StreetKids United by Tim Pritchard. At present, Taylor is developing Cassandra at the Wedding, and with Dominic Murphy a Joseph Beuys biopic and A Gift From The Culture, an epic sci-fi film based on The Culture Novels by Iain M. Banks. 

In October 2010 F&ME signed a four film deal with Kees Kasander (Fish Tank) including films Goltzius and the Pelican Company by Peter Greenaway and Cross My Mind by Antonia Bird.
TENDEKA MATATU  | Co-Producer

Tendeka Matatu is one South Africa’s most prolific feature film producers. His credits include; the multi award-winning Max & Mona by Teddy Mattera, the box office hit, Crazy Monkey, Footskating 101 and most recently the action-drama epic Jerusalema, which was officially selected for the 2008 Berlin Film Festival, released in South Africa to critical and box office acclaim and continues to do well internationally. Tendeka started his film career as an assistant director, working on numerous feature films and TV series in Zimbabwe and London. He then spent a number of years as production manager of commercials and music videos for Tony Kaye’s London company, K Films. Currently based in Cape Town, Tendeka continues to develop, produce and release feature films through his company Ten10 Films.

RACHEL YOUNG | CO-PRODUCER

Rachel Young began her career in the film industry in 1993 working for Moving Pictures Magazines (UK) visiting various film festivals, then moving on to join Pilgrim Entertainment (UK) working in sales and distribution. In 2003 she started her own very production company Razor Sharp Films – which line-produced in 2006/2007 the Dutch/Irish/ South African feature film The Bird Can't Fly starring Barbara Hershey and directed by Threes Anna. Razor Sharp has produced many Commercials, music videos and photographic campaigns for both local and international brands. She also a member of Women in Film South Africa, The Businesswomen's Association and Women Within International and is a strong advocate for improving the role of women in the workplace.
ABOUT THE COMPANIES
FILM & MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT
Film and Music Entertainment is one of the UK’s most successful and prolific independent production companies. It was formed by Mike Downey and Sam Taylor in January 2000 with the aim of financing and producing feature films. Stephen Daldry (three-time Oscar-nominated, director of Billy Elliott, The Hours and The Reader) acts as Chairman of the Board and as executive producer.


With over 30 films under it’s belt, including a winner of the Golden Lion in Venice, an Academy Award Nominee and multiple official entries in the Sundance, Berlin, Montreal, Toronto, San Sebastian and Locarno film festivals, the Film and Music Entertainment brand has over the last decade become synonymous with the production of quality feature films.

The first feature film produced was Milcho Manchevski's Oscar nominated Before the Rain which won the Golden Lion in Venice. Following this success, F&ME went on to produce Benjamin Ross' feature debut The Young Poisoner's Handbook  along with Sweet Angel Mine  and Christos Georgiou’s Under the Stars. 

This was then followed by a range of productions which include Michael Bassett's Deathwatch  starring Jamie Bell, Venice competition entry Sjaj u Ocima (Loving Glances), Falcons and Niceland by Fridrik Thor Fridriksson.  Peter Timm's My Brother is a Dog,  Hillmar Oddson's Cold Light, and Strings  by Anders Ronnow Klarlund. 

In 2005 Guy X by Saul Metzstein was completed starring Jason Biggs, as was Shadow of the Sword  by Swiss director Simon Aeby, the gay Icelandic football comedy Eleven Men Out  by Robert Douglas, Murk by Denmark's Jannick Johansen and the UK/Polish/German adaptation of the Günter Grass novel Unkenrufe (Call of the Toad) directed by Robert Glinski.

Son of Man, the follow up to the highly successful U Carmen eKhayelitsha directed by Mark Dornford-May screened in competition in Sundance in 2006, and won best film at the San Francisco Pan African International Film festival, and Michael Moore’s Traverse City Film Festival.

Also in 2006 was The Border Post by Rajko Grlic and The Mystery of the Wolf  - a family film shot in Lapland.  Followed in 2007 by Quest for a Heart, the company’s first animation film with songs by Billy Elliot’s Lee Hall, Astropia and Mirror Maze directed by Guillermo Groizard. 2008 saw Slovak director Juraj Jakubisko’s Bathory, the truth behind the legend of the ‘bloody’ Countess Elizabeth Bathory which was produced in association with Jakubisko and Eurofilm of Budapest. 
In 2009, F&ME completed the critically acclaimed debut feature by Dominic Murphy, White Lightnin’, which premiered in Sundance and screened in Panorama at the 2009 Berlin Film Festival. Made with the UK Film Council White Lightnin’ tells the captivating tale of cult figure Jesco White, the last of the great Appalachian mountain dancers. The film went on to win Le Hitchcock d’Or, (Grand Jury Prize) at the 2009 Dinard British Film Festival, the Grand Prize in Mumbai Film Festival and best International Film and the Pune Film Festival.

Other recent projects include Donkey (directed by Antonio Nuic) and Julius Kemp’s Reykjavik Whale Watching Massacre - a dark and epic tale of an innocent expedition gone horribly wrong. Turtle: The Incredible Journey, directed by Emmy award-winner, Nick Stringer, which tells the extraordinary story of the giant loggerhead turtle in F&ME’s first feature documentary. The film won the main prize in Fort Lauderdale. F&ME swept the board at the 2008 Sarajevo Film Festival winning all major awards with Buick Riviera – a gripping tale of a meeting between two men from ex Yugoslavia. 

2010 saw the completion of Gareth Maxwell Roberts’ 3D Film Noir The Mortician and Tim Pritchard’s feature documentary StreetKids United.  At present, F&ME are developing Cassandra at the Wedding, and with Dominic Murphy the A Gift From The Culture by Iain M. Banks as well as two projects with Julien Temple – documentary feature Children of the Revolution: Rock in Rio, and crime caper, Fake!.  In October 2010 F&ME signed a four film deal with Kees Kasander (Fish Tank) including films Goltzius and the Pelican Company by Peter Greenaway and Cross My Mind by Antonia Bird.
TEN10 FILMS
TEN10 FILMS is based in Cape Town, South Africa and is owned by producers Tendeka Matatu and Rachel Young. The company aims to work with new and established talent to tell socially relevant stories through inspired and compelling cinema.

TEN10 FILMS is currently developing a diverse slate of feature films and television projects for both the South Africa and international market. The company is in partnership with the LA based production entity Z-inc. and is represented in North America by International Creative Management (ICM). In addition to production, TEN10 FILMS has a boutique sales division, TEN10 Sales set up to represent South African titles in South Africa and across the continent.

THE LITTLE FILM COMPANY
The Little Film Company—owned by Robbie and Ellen Little—is a worldwide motion picture sales and marketing company which also finances, executive produces and distributes independent motion pictures.

Films which the company is currently exec-producing and selling include: The Last Station starring Helen Mirren, James McAvoy, Christopher Plummer and Paul Giamatti, directed by Michael Hoffman and It Might Get Loud directed by Davis Guggenheim and featuring The Edge, Jimmy Page and Jack White.
The Little Film Company exec-produced Tsotsi, written and directed by Gavin Hood, which won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film 2005 and An American Haunting with Donald Sutherland and Sissy Spacek.  The Littles also served as Executive Producers on Julie Taymor’s screen adaptation of Shakespeare’s Titus (Anthony Hopkins, Jessica Lange), John Turturro’s Illuminata (Susan Sarandon, John Turturro), Trading Mom (Sissy Spacek), and The Prophecy film franchise (Christopher Walken).  

Robbie and Ellen have played a role in financing, producing and/or distributing over 300 films, including such titles as:  Waking Ned Devine (directed by Kirk Jones); Evelyn (directed by Bruce Beresford); The Scent of Green Papaya, Academy Award-nominee for Best Foreign Language Film; Silvio Soldini’s Italian comedy, Bread and Tulips; Marleen Gorris's Antonia's Line, winner of the 1995 Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film; Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway (starring Vanessa Redgrave, directed by Marleen Gorris); Jerusalem and A Song for Martin, both directed by Bille August; Fellini: I’m a Born Liar, directed by Damien Pettigrew; Autumn Spring, directed by Vladimir Michalek; Between Strangers, directed by Eduardo Ponti (starring Sophia Loren); Julie Walking Home, directed by Agnieska Holland; and many British films, including Noel Coward’s Relative Values, Lawless Heart, Wallace Shawn’s The Designated Mourner, directed by David Hare (Miranda Richardson).  

Other distinguished films include Julian Schnabel’s Before Night Falls; Ian McKellen’s adaptation of Shakespeare’s Richard III, directed by Richard Loncraine; and John Sayles’s The Secret of Roan Inish.

When Robbie and Ellen moved to Los Angeles they first co-founded Overseas Filmgroup, a foreign sales and production organization, then First Look Media.  As President and Co-Chairman, Robbie then created First Look Home Entertainment, the company’s own video/DVD distribution division, which has grown into one of the most successful independent labels in the country.  

Founding members of the Independent Film and Television Alliance (IFTA), the Littles are also founding members of The Archive Council.  They serve on the Board of Directors of the Antonio David Blanco Scholarship Fund, which annually benefits deserving students in the UCLA Department of Film and Television.  The Littles also support scholarship funds honoring Irvin Shapiro and Walter Manley at the Tisch School of the Arts, New York University.

ISANGO ENSEMBLE

The South African company Isango Ensemble is based in Cape Town. Led by director Mark Dornford-May and music directors Pauline Malefane and Mandisi Dyantyis, the company draws performers from across the townships surrounding the city.  

The company’s Patron is Sir Ian Mckellan and Council members include Film and Music Entertainment’s Mike Downey  and Stephen Daldry,  the actor Alan Rickman and Berlin Philharmonic’s Sir Simon Rattle.

The company’s work to date has focused on re-imagining classics from the Western theatre canon, finding a new context for the stories within a South African or township setting, and creating new work which is relevant to the heritage of the nation. The company’s structure embraces artists at all stages of their creative development, allowing senior artists to lead and contribute towards the growth of rising talents.  Isango Ensemble is committed to creating theatre that is accessible to all South Africans and encourages the building of a united South African nation.

 

In 2007 Isango Ensemble premiered The Magic Flute – Impempe Yomlingo and A Christmas Carol – Ikrismas Kherol.  Both productions transferred to the Young Vic Theatre, London, where they broke box office records and were jointly awarded the Whatsonstage Award for Best Off-West End Production.  The Magic Flute – Impempe Yomlingo then transferred into the West End and was awarded the Olivier Award for Best Musical Revival.  It has since played to sold-out houses across the world and in Paris received the Globes de Cristal for Best Opera. In 2009 Isango’s re-working of The Mysteries – Yiimimangaliso played at the Baxter Theatre, Cape Town, and then had a critically acclaimed season in London’s West End.  In 2010 Isango were the company in residence for the opening year of The Fugard Theatre in Cape Town’s District Six.

Dornford-May and Malefane won the Golden Bear in Berlin for their township Bizet adaptation UCarmen eKhayeltisha and collaborated with Film and Music Entertainment on Son of Man which premiered at Sundance.

ELFIN PRODUCTIONS
Elfin Productions is a film and television production company formed by Cat Cooper to create and produce universal stories to be enjoyed with cold milk and warm cookies.
Feel good stories are at the heart of Elfin, and as such, they’re motivated towards imaginative, playful and poignant features. Be they about quirky characters in unique worlds or extraordinary characters in an ordinary world, an ability to inspire, move and entertain is key.
Elfin are committed to establishing lasting relationships with talent who are focused on high quality films – but who haven’t forgotten the feeling of jumping through puddles, walking over fresh snow or making a castle out of a clothes horse.
Cat began working in film as a Production Assistant on Warner Bros. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban before moving to the casting department for Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. However, it was during her time assisting Executive Producer Anthony Waye on Sony franchise film Casino Royale that she helped produce her first short, award winning, Love you, Joseff Hughes.

Shortly after this, Elfin Productions was established – but not before Cat fulfilled one other ambition: working as a Christmas Elf. Unsurprisingly, one of her favourite films is ‘Elf’.

Cat was previously selected for BFI's Think-Shoot-Distribute, 2008 as featured in Screen International; and more recently, has been mentored by Paul Trijbits, Ruby Films.




TEN10 Films and Elfin Productions in association with Creativity Media and Tim Pritchard Productions and with the participation of Molinare A Film and Music Entertainment production of a Tim Pritchard film








“When people see us by the streets, they say that we are the street boys. But when they see us playing soccer, they say that we are not the street boys. They say that we are people like them.  They are people like us.”�					        		 Andile, 15, Durban








STREETKIDS UNITED was made with the support of the MEDIA Programme of the European Union.





Produced with the assistance of the Department of Trade and Industry South Africa, who does not accept any liability for the content and does not necessarily support such content.








